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MSI Professional Services is a non-profit 
organisation serving the holistic needs 
of the people in inland China. Committed 
Christians share Christ’s love with their 
lives, promoting meaningful exchange, and 
cooperating with the Chinese government 
and other entities to equip local communities 
to serve China’s vulnerable populations.
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The black blur is
the poor piglet

(continued from P.1)

of the Nosu people there was already an understanding of the need to shed blood 

in order to atone for wrongs they have committed.  

Our children still talk about that night with the fl ying pig. We are thankful 

to have been given a special glimpse into the lives and hearts of our Nosu 

friends. We pray that our Nosu friends will come to know that God gave 

His son as the sacrifi ce, so our sins are forgiven and we can celebrate new 

life in Christ.

“God presented Christ as a sacrifi ce of atonement, through the shedding 

of his blood—to be received by faith.  He did this to demonstrate his 

righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 

beforehand unpunished.” (Romans 3:25)  

A Ca l l  to  Chr i s t ian  Pro fess iona l s

(continued to P.4)

curiously moving on its own in the kitchen 

corner. Then much to our surprise, out of the 

“moving bag” popped a little black piglet. 

“What’s going to happen to the pig?” asked 

our young daughter. We would soon fi nd out.  

First, Rose, along with her husband and son, 

crouched down on to the living room fl oor 

right in front of us. Then a man picked up the 

piglet by the hind legs and began swinging 

him in large circles over the heads of Rose’s 

family, while another man (a “Bimo”, or Nosu 

shaman) chanted in their local language. After 

a minute, without any warning, the Bimo took 

out a large knife and killed the piglet right 

before our eyes. Needless to say, our family 

was a bit shocked! 

Later, during dinner (the piglet had reappeared 

as the main dish), Rose explained  that this 

ceremony was to protect her family from evil 

spirits and to bring them blessings in the 

coming year. It dawned on us that the pig was 

a sacrifi cial off ering to appease the spirits that 

they feared so much. Deep in the belief system 

“It was  so kind of you to see my child when 

he was sick. Thank you also for helping my 

friend’s daughter. You and your family must 

come to my house for Torch Festival!” Rose 

said to me. 

Rose is a local Nosu lady our Zhaojue team 

has known for over 15 years, and there was no 

way we could refuse her invitation. We didn’t 

know much about the Torch Festival at that 

time, other than it somehow involved torches. 

But having been to the homes of other Nosu 

friends, our kids were excited to go and 

eat the traditional dinner of barbecued pig 

(which they loved). And besides, “playing with 

fi re” sounded fun! We were thankful for this 

opportunity to learn and be part of this special 

Nosu tradition with our local friends.

When we arrived at Rose’s home, we found her 

large family already gathered, busy preparing 

for dinner. Some were plucking the feathers 

of a chicken and others were setting up the 

open cooking fi re. Nothing seemed out of 

the ordinary except for a small burlap bag 

Pigs Really Can Fly
by Wendy (Hou) Cheung

MINORITIES
among theL i v i ng

for A
LLwater

Livin
g

MSIBulletin
ISSUE 92 SUMMER 2018

PAGE 2-3PAGE 2-3

Rehabilitation training 
programme for children 
with cerebral palsy (CP)
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Pray for the preparation of short-term 
teams heading to the fi eld during the 
summer months. May the volunteers 
be prepared to share their lives as a 

witness to the love of God.

Pray for our team at the HIV Centre 
in Zhaojue. They are exploring the 

possibility of starting a new project 
aimed at educating villagers about 

HIV and the importance of treatment.  
They also hope to distribute the HIV 

medication directly to patients in the 
village.  Hopefully this would increase 

compliance and treatment success.

According to statistics, Sichuan Province 
has a very large number of both migrant 

and left-behind children. Please 
remember this great need for adequate 

care and ask the Lord to send more 
workers.

Pray for our medical workers to have 
stamina and creativity as they provide 

health education and promote nutrition 
to mothers of newborn babies in 

remote areas.  Also pray that community 
development projects will have a 

positive impact on the lives of village 
children.

Thank God for continuing opportunities 
to work with local governments in some 
of the more remote sites in Southwest 
China.  Pray that we can mobilise the 
necessary experts to assist with these 

projects.

“Now you are the body of Christ, 
and each one of you is a part of it.” 

(1 Corinthians 12:27)
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Ni is one of the mothers who comes to 
the rehabilitation training programme 
for children with cerebral palsy (CP).  
She is small and slight, and not 
particularly tall. She is older than most 
mothers, having married in her 20s, and 
also has had more education. She has a 
red birthmark on her face. Ni’s fi rst-born, 
a son, has cerebral palsy that aff ects 
one side of his body. 
 
I fi rst met Ni in 2015 when she and her 
son came for the second intensive CP 
training programme. It was intensive 
in the sense that the parent and 
child would come for training every 
day. For most of the participants, it 
meant staying at the hostel in the 
rehabilitation building of DPF (Disabled 

Southwest China (including Sichuan, Guizhou, Yunnan, 

Chongqing, and Tibet Autonomous Region) is the region 

with the largest number of ethnic minorities, including 

the Bai, Yi, Shui, Dong, Miao, Nu, Menba, Yi, and Tujia 

ethnic groups. Below are the six minorities MSI serves in 

Sichuan, Chongqing and Yunnan.
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One of the training sessions. This doesn’t show 
the tears and tantrums that often go with it.

the Lisu church. Yet the church is Christ’s 
body, through whom we all, disabled 
and scarred in some way, are to be 
embraced and accepted. And those who 
the world considers weak God considers 
indispensable to his church (1 Corinthians 
12:22-27). Will you consider today 
embracing weaker ones into your church 
family? Please ask that the church here 
will love these weak ones and embrace 
them into their church family.

us modelling it. She helped the other 
mothers learn and adapt, explaining 
things after class in Lisu as one mother 
to another mother. We learnt that Ni 
was a Christian.

Also, as time passed, we came to know 
her many heartaches. It was diffi  cult to 
go to church with her son as people did 
not understand. She had to be strong 
for her family. We rejoiced with her 
when we found out she was pregnant 
with a second child. We cried together 
as we gave her the news that her 
second son should be tested for Downs 
Syndrome. This was the little brother 
she and her husband had hoped would 
be the one to look after her eldest son 
when they were gone. She shared how, 
many a time, she has stood and cried 
out to God in the middle of their fi eld 
on the mountain side.

For the Lisu, any disfi gurement or 
ugliness is regarded as a curse or 
punishment from God. If a person was 
disfi gured or had a child with a disability, 
then they must have sinned against the 
heavens. This notion is common even in 
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by Fay Hii

1 http://www.gov.cn/jrzg/2013-05/10/content_2400061.htm
2 http://news.qq.com/cross/20151229/8c83R2Qq.html

Sichuan and Henan share 

the largest left-behind 

children population among 

other provinces in China. 

of the rural left-behind 

children are based in 

Sichuan.

6.92
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PROVINCE

Migrant Children 

35.81 million
12.84%

Left-behind Children 

61.03 million
21.88%

Based on data from the

 “China’s sixth census in 2010”, it is 

extrapolated that there are at least 

61.03 million left-behind children and 

35.81 million migrant children in 2013. 

They accounted for 21.88% and 

12.84% of the total number of children 

in the country.

MIGRANT and LEFT-BEHIND CHILDREN
in China (2013)
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