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Today I am healed.
Perhaps not the way you had hoped for, prayed for, waited for.

But I'm in a glorious new body, free of pain, full of new strength.
Free to run and dance in a place where God himself wipes my tears away.
Immersed in a love, joy, and peace
That we have a mere taste of during our time on earth.

In the presence of my God and Savior, Jesus Christ,

Who loves me more than His own life.

Know that today I am healed.




Relocating to China

w Hui Kheng

I used to volunteer in MSI
short term medical work after it was
established in 1994. Each year, I

would join medical teams to Xichang

or Zhaojue Hospital. We have
medical exchanges with the hospital
staff which include giving lectures, skills training, running health fairs,
performing surgeries and donating medical equipment and medicines. I
was a histopathologist by training, so my specialty was not available in
most county hospitals. Still, I could help with the laboratory work, even in

many rural places.

Because medical needs in the rural places of Southwest China
remained large, in 2003, I decided to leave my home country to live
in China as an MSI long-termer. There were different reactions to my
decision, from family, friends and colleagues. My hospital colleagues
felt that I had a responsibility to remain in my hospital because I was,
at the time, the first pathologist to have overseas training in paediatric
and perinatal pathology for the purpose of running the laboratory in our
country’s newly-built and only women’s and children’s hospital. However,
I knew the hospital could afford to employ a foreign specialist in this field.
My departure would not affect the development and quality of service

in the hospital. In contrast, our partner hospitals in China did not have
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the personnel or the financial means to do so. Other colleagues thought
that I could instead help by donating equipment to the Chinese hospitals,
due to my high income as a senior consultant in our hospital. However,
equipment alone could not confer skills, and encouragement comes by

being with people we want to encourage.

My family was very supportive of my decision. My seven siblings
assured me that they would take good care of my parents, who had
always lived with me. My parents were migrants from South China and
they supported my desire to help in needy places. Their greatest concern
was whether there was rice in the place I was going to! I assured them
that there was not only rice, but also noodles and potatoes.Many of my
Christian friends made a commitment to support me financially so that I

did not need a salary from MSI.

Interestingly, making the decision to come to China was not as difficult
as trying to get a visa to work in China! Despite MSI’s strenuous efforts
to get a letter of invitation from the the local authorities, I waited for three
months without success. Thankfully, the Yunnan International NGO Society
subsequently helped me to apply for a work visa. The experience helped
me to understand the core values of MSI. Besides humility and
sacrifice, MSI places great priority on working closely with
the local government and host
units to gain their support, help

and goodwill.
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Compelled by Love

\*v’ Cedric

While making daily ward rounds with the doctors at the HIV hospi-
tal, I saw that QR looked just like all the other patients with pulmonary
tuberculosis. But one evening, QR suddenly became worse, gasping for
air all night. The chest X-ray confirmed that she had developed a large
air leak in her lung and the escaped air was now pushing on her lung

from the outside (known as pneumothorax due to Pneumocystis pneu-

monia).

As this was a medical emergency, we called the surgeons to come
and insert a chest tube, which would remove the excess air. Before the
surgeons could arrive, QR’s condition worsened gravely. Afraid that she
would not make it through the night, I inserted a needle into her chest.
(However, as I hadn’t performed this procedure in the past 10 years, I
had to consult the Internet for details, just 30 minutes before I carried
it out!) As I drew out more and more air with the needle, QR began to
breathe with less effort. Though her family thanked me for saving her
life, I told her that there was One greater than I who had guided my
hands and truly saved her life. A few months after leaving the hospital,

I saw QR at the HIV clinic; she looked much healthier after starting HIV
medication!

Besides consulting on inpatients, Dr. Becky Lim and I, along with

two local nurses who help to translate, also run an HIV patient discus-
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sion group at the HIV hospital twice a month. Recently, when I asked
the participants what other people in their village think of them, one man
said, “Because I have HIV, they treat me as if [’m already dead, as if I'm
not even there. "My heart ached for him, and I said, “Here at the HIV

center, we all care for you. Here, you are among friends.”

Before I joined MSI four years ago, I knew that I could serve using
my profession as a doctor, but I really didn’t have a clear idea how that
would be fulfilled. Today, I can say my work is personally very fulfill-
ing: caring for and counseling patients, teaching other doctors, even
conducting a clinical research project. But after working here in the HIV
hospital for one and a half years, I now realize that there are many chal-
lenges in serving the local patients; drug addiction, illiteracy, and pov-

erty are just the beginning. Nevertheless, the challenges were worth it.

As a recipient of divine love, 1 am compelled to care for others who are
in need.
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Becoming a Real Teacher

v Ershi / Wanda

My name is Ershi and I am eleven years old. I

live with my five younger brothers and sisters in a
small village that is located at 2700 meters, high up
in the ‘cool’ mountains of Sichuan province. Like
the other boys in our village, I help my father
take care of our sheep, pigs and chickens. We
also grow potatoes, turnips, oats and buckwheat
on our farm. Usually, the storeroom in our house
is full of potatoes at this time of year, but it
rained too much this summer, so the harvest was

just so-so. I think my mother is worried we will run out of staple food if

the winter drags on for too long.

My brother is a year younger than I am. He goes to the little school
in our village. Although he is supposed to be in grade five, he cannot
read or write because ‘real’ teachers do not want to come to our village
to live. It is too poor, too cold and too far away from the town. As a re-
sult, the village school gets dropout teachers who do not read or write
so well themselves. They usually leave after a couple of months, so that

is why people in the village joke about the school and call it a half-day
kindergarten!

If I had gone to our village school, I would not be able to read

or write either. But several years ago, an MSI team came to conduct a
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holistic health training project for all the families in our village. They
worked with our leaders to improve our sanitation, lifestyle habits, atti-
tudes and education. Since I’m the oldest, my parents enrolled me in the
school assistance part of the project that subsidises my room/board fees.
So now, I can go to a county school, where they have ‘real’ teachers who
actually teach you to read and write. From Monday through Thursday, 1
live at the school, and then on Friday afternoons, I walk home. It takes
about three hours, but I don’t mind because I can see my family again.
I also get to attend the monthly character-building activities run by the
MSI team. It is attended by all the students who receive assistance. We
enjoy games, stories, songs, crafts and of course, good snacks. I always

look forward to these joy-filled times with other village students and the
MSI teachers.

Without help, I would never have had the opportunity to learn to
read and write. | want to do my best and keep going to school, so I can
become a ‘real’ teacher who is not afraid to live and teach in faraway

villages. When that happens, boys like my brother will really be able to
learn to read and write!
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Do not give up

\,/ Daphne

I teach English to young people in a vocational school, which is
located in a remote part of Sichuan. It is often difficult to feel motivated
in teaching the students here. Why? All signs seem to point to the fact

that the students are not interested in studying. They would always find
all kinds of reasons not to come to class:

“My father is ill.”
“My grandmother is ill.”
“I have to be home to participate in

a religious ritual ( {Ei£{g ),” and so on.

The students at the school have
never in their lives gone through proper systematic schooling, even
though they are 15-21 years old. To sit nicely in a classroom and listen to
the teacher seems like a most painful task for them. They would gladly
lie down in the fields the whole day if we let them, because they love
nature. The naughty ones would also get drunk and get into fights if they
sneak out and roam the streets at night. Most of them also do not give
much thought about the future or see the value of having an education.

Therefore, we need a lot of patience in teaching them.

Every August, MSI organises a training session for the school

teachers. One of the trainers continually reminded us to be aware that
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we are a “starting point” ( #2 5 ) for the students. We must start where
they are. We cannot judge them by the standards in other countries. We
cannot even compare them to the better students in the two secondary
schools within the county itself. We just have to start at their level, and
get them interested in learning through all ways and means. In between

theory sessions, there must be practical sessions, where they get to move

around and use their hands.

To help them become better people, we also conduct sessions under
the holistic education department, where we try to inculcate character
values through participation in games, learning songs or watching slide
presentations or videos. We also spend time talking to students when
they come to us in the counseling room for a chat. Over the years, short-
term teams have also come to show love and care through cultural

exchange programmes and other short courses.

Thankfully, over the years, we are beginning to see our persistence
paying off. We have heard of some students who persevere and ended
up doing well in the first factory they worked in. Then, some of them

did even better in their second employment and were promoted into

supervisory roles.

I believe we should continue to show love and care to these young
people. Through our perseverance and patience in teaching them, they
will be able to find hope for their future.

="

R s

e



TE S AP ER

O B A

WIFF 46 2 0 TAIDS 751 B {5 38 B B2 (7] 14 2
Bl e, FEesasigsnd, EERS
— RN IEHEEA . R Id e >) BIHTao
& — 25X R ZNESEXEABARR, BMASHESS
FIREGRHIN 2o BRI LLE., (s M F AR S =77
o HEHGEZBITRIESEERE LR NIFFaRE I
RGEBRAmME, VOEHES R, E)IE, EHNEENES
JiTE, ERFFA A MERLAIEIE . FEWETT HAEEILeT S, AX
AL B FRERTYIS R AR T, PUERIAERE EATER
REFIYI, FLSRHRE “RHAZERIT " TG HIE, HoRR!

IR B AR S, HRTIESRHREE, Bl
FIEFT G MG, BREREZEIERER. BIIHRESFEREIK
ECHERT s BEAGES - HEBRMAT SR, MREENS, &
HHH KBS, A, GRAKES B, FEHFMETIHOALE
aite, FAERBMbIIERES B WE ""HET H2%EHMN
RERWE, HEAOE, FOMER. MSEIILRERLSE
HFEQNE, LTI E .

32

2 R

2AEBRILZH XHBAE
% X Ty
ZAT Q5 A1
ARELNF
FRETWHEL
T35 H A #
AN WN:E
TERAN RERAR
AREFEF
AF a3
AEFHP
A% 2ot
% & ds Ak B

T

——






